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‘ae HISTORY OF THE penne 
_ PLAGUE IN LONDON. 
ee 1 the year 1665, the city of London was 

_ § forely vifited by the Plague ; an account’ 
of the progrefs and effeéts of that Vifitation.  * 
_ Waskept bya citizen, who remained there“ ._ 
' during the whole time cf the ficknefs, and ae 
who appears to have been true and jul ine a 
his remarks. .This dreadful contagion me: 
London was introduced by fome goods 
brought from Holland. It fir broke out in 

the houfe where thofe goods were opened, 

from whence it fpread to cthers. In the 
firfthoufe that was infected there died four 
perfons: a neighbor whowent te vifit them, _ 

on returning home, give the diftemper to 
her family, and died with all her hovfhold, _ 

_ The diforder fpread, andthe phyficians pers 
ceived the danger, and upon nariow ins 
ipection were afiured that it was indeedthe = 
Plague, with all its terrifying particulars, ~*~ 
and that it threatned a general infection, > 
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town. The number of burials withinthe 
bills of mortality, for a week, was from 
three to four hundred. However,thefroft 
continued very fevere until the end of 
ebruary, the bills decreafed, and:people 
began to look upon danger as over; butin 
_. May the bills greatly increafed, and the 
_ weather becoming’ warm, the infe@ion ~ 
_ dpread again in a dreadful manner. | 
- Nothing was to be feen but waggons, carts _ 
and coaches, with goods, and people at- 
- tending them, hurrying away. This was 
avery melancholy profpect. By the end 
of July the contagion had fpread and in- 
creafed to a preat degree; forrow and fad. 

- mefs fat upon every face; London might 
well be faid to be all in tears. The voice 
sof mourning was indeed heard in the ftreets; 

_ &he fhrieks of women and children at the 
windows and doors of their houfes, was - 
enough to pierce the fouteft heart. ae) 
. It wasatime, fays the author, of very 

gm nbappy breaches among us, in matters of. 

regions but this dreadful vifitation recon- 
giled all parties ; yet after the ficknefs wag J 
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over, that fpirit of charity was loft, and 
things returned to their old bad channel. 
It was worthy obfervation, as well as full, 
of inftruétion, to remark with what eager 
‘nefs people of all perfuaiions embraced the 
‘opportunities they had of attending upon 
the public worfhip, and other appointed 
times of devotion, as humiliations, faftings, 
and public.conteflion of fins, to impiore the 
mercy of God, and turn away the judg: 
ments which hung over their heads. ‘The 
churches were fo thronged, that there was. 
often no coming near 3 no, not tothe very 
‘door of the largeit churches. + All plays and 
“public places, which had begun to increafe 
among us, were fhut up. - ese 


the infeétion continued to increafe un- — 


til the middle of Auguft, when there died 
athoufand a day, by the account of the 


weekly bills, though they never gave a full 


‘account by many thoufands; many of the 
parith officers were taken fick themfelves, 
€n ani’ oa Ay : ; aes 
- Thad, continues the Author, the care of | 
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and died when their account was to be giv- 
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my brothér’s houfe, which obliged mefome. 
times to go abroad. In thefe walks had 
difmal objects before my eyes, particularly 


of perfons falling dead in the ftreets, and 
heard terrible fhrieks of women and chil: 
dren {creaming about the rooms like dif. 
tracted perfons. People in the fage of the 


diftemper, or in the torment of the {welling, — 


(which indeed was intolerable) becoming 


raving and diftracted, oftentimes laid vio-~ 


lent hands on themfelves, or threw them- 
felves out, of the windows; or, breaking out 


of the houfes, would dance naked about the 


fireets, not knowing one from another. 
Others would run directly down to the 
' Fiver, andjump into the water, Somedied 
of mere grief, and fome of fright.and fur- 
prife, without perhaps having received the 
infection. The fympton of {welling was 
accounted the moft promifing in the difeafe, 
for if thefe fwellings could be brought to 
_break and run, the patient generally re- 
covered ; whereas thofe who were itruck 


- with death at the beginnirg of the dittem,. 
- per, apd had {pots come upon them, often 
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. went about tolerable caly, tilla little time 
before they died, and fome until the mo- 
- ment they dropped down. 


‘Watchmen were placed at the doors of 


infected houfes, night and day, to prevent 


any going aut to fpread the diltemper. 


Going out: one morning, I heard a great 


outcry, which prompting my curiofity, I 


° inquired the caufe, of a perfon who lcoked 


iil ois seal ee ene 
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out of the window. A watchman had been 
employed to watch at the door ofa honfe, 
which was fhut up; both himfelf and the 


day watchman, attended there a day and 


two nights. All this while no noife was 
heard, nor lights feen in the houfe, It feems 
that two or three days before, the dead cart 
had carried away a maid fervant, wrapped 
only inarug. The next day the watchman 
heard a great crying in the houfe; upon 
which he knocked at the door a great while; 


at laft one looked out, and faid with an © 


angry, quick tone, * What d’ye want ?” 


He anfwered, ‘Iam the watchman, how : 
do you do?” The perfon replied, ** Stop the 
dead cart.”? Soon after the dead cart ftop- 
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‘upon God for mercy through Jefus Chrift; 


aday of diftrefs. [ with, fays the author, 


of their agony and diftrefs.. 


ber of burials tie church wafe = 








ped, and the bellman called feveral times, 
‘+ Bring out your dead ;” but no one an- | 
{wered. This they made known to the 
magiftrate, who ordered the houfe to bé 


broken open, and looking into the room, — 


they faw a woman lying dead upon the floors a 
in a dif{mal ficuation. | Ne ie a 

Many more in{ftances might be givento ~~ 
fhew the deep dittrefs of that day, People “a 
might be heard even in the ftreets, calling © 


and faying, **I have been an adulterer, t F 
have been a murderer,’ and the like; and.» “9 
‘none durft ftop to. make inquiry isto fuch = 


things, or to give comfort to the poor crea« 


tures. Many were the warnings that were 
then given by dying penitents, to others, 
not to put off and delay their repentance ta 















I could repeat the very found of thofe groans 
and exclamations that I heard from fome 
poor dying creatures, when in the height 

In the beginning of September, the num- _ 
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Plague in London. 9 
dens of Aldgate parith ordered a large pit 


to be dug, to hold all the dead which migh€ | 


_ die in a month ; it was about forty feet 


long and fixteen’ broad. Some blamed _- 


the church-wardens for fuffering fuch 2 
frightful gulf to be dug ; neverthelefs, in 
two weeks, they had thrown more than @ 
‘thoufand bodies into it, when they were ob 
liged to fill it up, as the bodies were come 
within fix feet of the top. My curiofity 
drove me to go and fee this pit, when there 
lad been nearly four hundred people buried 
init, I got admittance into the church 
yard, by means of the fexton, who was z 
fenfible and religious man. He would have 
perfuaded me not to go, faying, that ‘‘it 
was indeed their duty to venture, and in 
it they might hgpe to be preferved; but 
that as I had no particular call, he thought 
my curiofity could not juftify my running 
the hazard.”’ I told him ‘* I had a great 
defire in my mind to go ; and that perhaps, 
it might be an inftructive fight.” ** Nay, 
-fays the good man, if you will venture up- 
on that fcore, in the a of God, go in ¢ 
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it will be a fermon to you 3 it may be bett 
that ever you heard in your life.” | 

Hearing the bellman and the cart loaded 
with dead bodies appearing, | went in. 


“When I came to the pit, faw a man muffled 


in a cloak, whe appeared in great agony. 


‘The buriers immediately gathered about 


him, fuppefing he was one of thofe poor 
delirious, or defperate creatures, who would 
fometimes run tothe pit, wrapt in blankets, 
and throw themfelves in. When the buriers 
came to him, they foon found that he was 
neither defperate nor diftempered in mind, 
but one oppreffed with a dreadful weight 


of grief, having his wife and feveral chil- — 


dren, all in the cart that was juft come in 


swith him. He calmly defired the buriers 


to.let him alone, and faid he would only 
fee the bodies thrown in, and go away ; 
fo they left importuning him ; but no 


fooner was the cart turned round, and the 


bodies fhot into the pit all together, which 
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was a fyurprife to him, but he cried aloud, 


unable to contain himfelf, and fel downin ~ 
—afwoone The burierg ran tq him and tock 
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Plague in London. | I 


him up} and when he came to himfelf, led 


him to a place where he was taken care of. 
The cart had in it fixteen or feven bodies. 
Some were wrapt up in linen fheets, fome 


in rugs, fome were little otherwife than 


naked, or fo loofeiy clad, that what cover- 
ing they had, fell from them inthe thooting 
out of the cart, and they fell quite naked 
among the refl ; they were huddled to- 
gether into the common grave of mankind ;_ 
for here was no difference, rich and poor 
went together. John Hayward, under 
fexton, grave digger, and bearer of the 
dead, never had the diftemper at all, but 
lived about twenty years after it. His wife 
was employed to nurfe the infected people, 
yet fhe herfelf never caught it. The only 
thing he ufed to keep off the infection, was 
holding garlick and rue in his mouth, and 


_{moking tobacco; this account I had from 


himfelt ; his wife ufed to,wafh her head in| 


vinegar, and if the fmell of any of thofe the 


waited upon was more than ufually bad, 


fhe {nuffed vinegar up her nofe—put it over 
her cap, and held a handkerchief with ic 
to her mouth. . 
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And here muft not omit mentioning 


the difpofition of the people of that day 
avith refpeét to their charities, which indeed 
mere Very large, Dot ina PUD AS Dae 


way. Some pious ladies were fo zealous in 


this govud work, and fo confident of the 


protection of Providence, in the dilcharge — 


of this great duty, that they went about 
giving alms, and vifiting the poor families 
‘ahat were infected, in their very homes, 
” appointing nurfes and apothecaries to fup- 


‘ply them with what they ‘wanted.’ Thus 
iving their bleflings to the poor, in folid 
relief, as well as hearty prayers tor them. 
From the middle of Auguft to the mid., 
dle of September, the infection flillincreaf. 
ed, and {pread itfelf with wonderful power, 
‘and it was reckoned that, during that time, 
there died no lefs than fixteen hundred a 
days It. was then that the confufion and 
terror of the people was inexpreflible ; the 


courage of the perfons appointed to carry 


the dead began to fail them, The watch- 
fulnefs of the magiftrates was now put to 


the fevereft trial, “At laft the violence of © 
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the difordér came to fucha height, that 
the pecple fat ftill looking upon one ano. 


acts and feemingly quite abandoned to 
(defpair. i | 


In a word, people began to give them- 
felves up to fear that there was nothing 
to be expeéted but an univerfal defolation, 
This defpair made people bold and ventur- 


ous. ; they were no more fhy of one ano- 
ther, as expecting these was no avoiding 
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the diflemper, but that all muft go: this 
brought them to crowd into the churches ; 
they nolonger inquired what condition the 


people who fat near them were in, but came 


without the leaft caution, and crowded to- 
gether as if their lives were of no confe- 


quence, compared'to the work which they - 
were about. Indeed their zeal in coming, 
and the earneftnefs and affectionate atten. 
tion they fhewed to what they heard, made 


it manifeft what value people would put 
upon the worfhip of God, if they thought 
every day they attended upon the church 
might be their laft. | Be 


} 


it was in the height of this defpair it 


| t4 _ -Hiftory of the 


pleafed God to ftay his hand, and to flaken, 


the violence of the contagion, ina manner ~ 


furprifing as that of its beginning ; and 
_ which fhewed it to be his own particular 
hand. Nothing but Almighty Power could 
have done it; the diforder defpifed ali 


medicine, death faged in every corner, and 


at 
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hadit gone on as it did then, afew weeks 


more would have cleared the town of all 


its inhabitants, | ae mag << 
- In that very moment, when thirty thoue 
fand died in three weeks; nay, when three 
thoufand diedin one night, and an hundred 
thoufand were taken fick, then we might 
well cry, ‘‘ Vain was the help of man ;3’’ it 
pleafed God to cavfe the force of the dif- 


temper to abate, and by his immediate . 


hand, to'difarm the. enemy. It was won 
derful { the phyficians were furprifed, 
where every they vifited, to find their pa- 


tients better, and in a few days every body — 


‘was recovering. Nor was this by any 
medicine found out, or by any new method 
of cure difcovered ; but it was evidently 


_ from the fecret invifible hand of Him, who | 
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had at firft fent this difeafe as ajudgment 
upon us. Let wife men fearch for reaf 
> upon us. et wife men fearch for reaions 
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__ in nature to account for it, and labor as 
muchas they willto leffon the debt they 
owe their Maker ; even thofe phyficians 


who had/the leaft thare of religion in them, 
were obliged to acknowledge the whole 


was the power of God. The ftreets were 


now full of poor recovering creatures, who 
appeared to be very’ fenfible and thankful 
to God, for their unexpected deliverance ; 
yet I muft own, that as tothe generality of — 
the people, it might be too juftly faid ore. 


them. as was faid of the children of Mrael, 


afterthey had been delivered from the hoft : 
of Pharaoh: ** They fung his praife, but 
they foon forgot his work.” ~ ' 








‘Lines written in 4 feafon of genes 


tal Sicknefs, 


FRAIL, on the verge of life we ftand,  - i) 
Sultain’d by thine Almighty handset, 


Each pafling day its danger brings; 
Prote&ion coines on mercy’s wings. 


_ Around, how thick difeafes fly! — 
‘The young, the gay, the hopeful die ; 
WNo age exempt, canlife enfure, — 
~ No place from death's attack fecure. _ 
The infant’s bloom, with morning fmile, 
_* Did late the parents’ heart beguile 5 _ 
_.. Fadéd in death, now pale he lies, 
And fills the parents’ heart with fighs. 
___ ‘The vig’rous youth on paflions borne, 
From all his flattering profpects torn, 
- Warm with full itrength, a victim falls. ; 


« ~ No ftrength avails, when judgment calls. 
».* To middle age doésmanarrive;  _- 
ye « , In life’s deep cares wedee him ftrive; 
__ But, while the world has all his heart, 


hy fammons comes, and fays——perarr. 
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